Duodenal polyposis and malignancy in a case of familial polyposis coli.
Familial polyposis coli is characterized by progressive adenomatosis with ultimate progression to colon cancer. It is becoming clear that these patients also have a high incidence of upper gastrointestinal adenomatous polyps, with some developing periampullary malignancies similar to those seen in Gardner's syndrome. This has led to recommendations for periodic endoscopic screening of asymptomatic polyposis patients. We report a patient with familial polyposis coli who developed an adenocarcinoma in the distal duodenum. This case points out the importance of screening the upper gastrointestinal tract in patients at risk.